
Bend Bulletin - 10/06/2022 Page : A08

A8    The BulleTin • Thursday, OcTOBer 6, 2022

EDITORIALS & OPINIONS
Heidi Wright Publisher
Gerry O’Brien  Editor
Richard Coe Editorial Page EditorAN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

My Nickel’s Worth

BY MONICA TOMOSY

F ew Oregonians would argue 
against the ideas that: we need 
to address drought and wild-

fire, clean air and water is a human
right, and well-managed natural re-
sources are economic, societal, and
spiritual necessities. Given these 
mainstream truths, we need Tina
Kotek to defeat the other candidates 
in November. The future of the envi-
ronment we love and need in Oregon
is riding on it.

With her 20% lifetime score from 
Oregon League of Conservation Vot-
ers (OLCV), Christine Drazan is a
non-starter for anyone concerned 
with Oregon’s ecological issues. Tim-
ber Unity, the Political Action Cam-
paign and extreme-right-wing organi-
zation founded to protect the political 
interests and profits of timber com-
pany owners, endorsed Drazan.

But some Oregonians may be 
lured by Betsy Johnson, a candidate 

claiming to chart a moderate path 
between Kotek and Drazen. Don’t be 
fooled — with her 41% OLCV score 
in 2021, Johnson is also a frightening
prospect. Given the millions of dol-
lars streaming in to pay for Johnson’s
advertisements, Oregon voters must 
understand the facts.

First, look at Tina Kotek’s strong
record on the environment. As
House Speaker, she led the Oregon 
Legislature in passing laws to: ban
offshore fossil fuel drilling, enact a 
statewide moratorium on hydraulic 
fracturing, transition Oregon com-
pletely off dirty coal-fired power by
2030, and hold polluters accountable 
by allowing State regulators to refuse 
permits to chronic violators of en-
vironmental regulations. Kotek also 
led the passing of the Oregon Envi-
ronmental Protection Act, ensuring
access to clean air and water. When
Big Oil attacked the Clean Fuels Pro-
gram to reduce toxic air pollution,

she defended it. Keep in mind: the
shift to clean energy brings new job
opportunities. Tina is consistently
working to take on the climate crisis 
and put Oregon on a path to a sus-
tainable economic and environmen-
tal future.

Betsy Johnson? Not so much. As
a state legislator, she supported bills
to undermine wetlands protection
and voted NO to hold producers of
plastic packaging responsible for the
costs of recycling plastic waste. She 
voted: NO on the Clean Fuels Pro-
gram, NO to bills that would develop
Oregon’s renewable energy indus-
tries, NO to electric vehicles charging
stations, and NO to developing Or-
egon’s biodiesel industry. Johnson
sided with polluters, the logging in-
dustry, and climate change deniers,
rather than the people of her rural 

district who would benefit from a 
transition to renewable energy and 
protection from threats to health, 
natural resources, the economy, 
and ways of life, caused by extreme 
weather events.

Why does Johnson work to kill 
any legislation to address the climate 
crisis and sustain forests? Because 
she is in polluters’ pockets. A look at 
the Oregon Secretary of State Office 
Campaign Finance section reveals
notable donors. Oil and gas con-
glomerate Global Partners, which
owns a subsidiary with a terminal 
in Oregon, is one of her largest early
donors. She enthusiastically associ-
ates herself with, and accepts funding 
from, Timber Unity. She was funded 
by the infamous Koch Brothers, 
Weyerhaeuser, other fossil fuel and
logging corporations, and individu-
als representing real estate and pri-
vate equity investors. Expect a “you-
scratch-my back-I’ll-scratch-yours”

relationship between corporate ex-
ecutives and the Governor’s office 
if Betsy gets elected. The rest of us, 
our forests, water, wildlife, and land-
scapes would be toast.

We need a leader we can trust to
minimize threats to Oregon’s natu-
ral resources and Oregonian’s live-
lihoods — someone who is looking
decades ahead for the people who
live here, not at Wall Street’s next
quarterly report for those who fi-
nanced a campaign. Tina is the only
candidate fighting for a sustainable
future for Oregon and future Orego-
nians. The other candidates would 
happily enable those who would 
over-exploit Oregon’s resources. Our 
vote is a vote for Oregon’s future. 
Our choice is clear – Vote for Tina
Kotek.
█ Monica Tomosy, now retired, served as a natural

resource program manager in the U.S. Forest
Service, U.S. Geological Survey, and U.S.Fish and
Wildlife Service. She lives in Sisters.

Vote Tina Kotek for governor and you’re voting for Oregon’s environment
GUEST COLUMN

“B uying and selling stocks while making decisions 

that affect the stock’s value is inherently a conflict 

of interest.”

That’s a 2020 quote from U.S.
Sen. Jeff Merkley, the Oregon Dem-
ocrat. He’s been a supporter of a bill 
in Congress to prevent lawmakers 
and their staff from making money 
off of investment decisions. Con-
gress has recently renewed discus-
sion about taking action.

There’s already a prohibition in
place called the STOCK Act that
makes insider trading illegal for 
lawmakers and their senior staff-
ers. Other federal laws also make
insider trading illegal. So does Con-
gress need a law that tightens the
prohibition further on itself?

The problem with the existing
laws is that insider trading is hard 
to prove.

The New York Times recently
looked at trades for every member 
of Congress from 2019 to 2021. The 
reporting discovered “97 lawmak-
ers or their family members bought
or sold financial assets over a three-
year span in industries that could be 
affected by their legislative commit-
tee work.”

Do you know who was on that
list? Merkley’s Democratic col-
league and Oregon’s other U.S. Sen. 
Ron Wyden.

“Mr. Wyden’s wife bought and
sold shares of oil companies, in-
cluding Exxon Mobil and Shell,
while he sat on energy-related 
committees,” the newspaper re-

ported. “Mr. Wyden also reported 
trades in companies that testified 
before the Finance Committee 
about the tax code and trade policy 
while he wa
crat on that 
person for the 
Wyden and his wife 
finances.”
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Michael Sipe for state representative

I’m writing to express my strong support for Michael 
Sipe to be our next state representative. Sipe is a local busi-
ness and community leader, not a career politician. As a 
business owner of 39 years in Central Oregon, I look at 
elections like a hiring process and consider qualifications, 
not party or rhetoric, to be the paramount consideration. 
In terms of qualifications, Sipe is a stellar candidate.

Personally, he’s navigated many challenging life circum-
stances, including poverty, a multi-cultural upbringing, 
30 years of marriage to a spouse struggling with addiction 
and mental health issues that ultimately led to her death 
and single fatherhood. It’s life experiences like these that 
produced the empathy Sipe displays in all his personal in-
teractions and that will make him an ideal representative 
for all of Central Oregon.

Professionally, Sipe is a seasoned entrepreneur and 
business coach to many of Central Oregon’s most success-
ful business leaders. We desperately need representatives 
in Salem with real world business experience. He’s the 
only candidate with those credentials.

Finally, Sipe has proven his servant’s heart through 
action, not just talk. He founded and leads the annual 
Central Oregon Prayer Breakfast (largest in the state), 
produces the Bend Christmas Parade and the Central 
Oregon Business Forum. He’s served as a Bend Chamber 
board member and past president of Greater Bend Rotary 
Club. He and his wife operate a nonprofit serving women 
graduates of addiction recovery programs.

For these reasons and many more, he’s our common-
sense choice.

Learn more at: avoiceforcentraloregon.com
— Connie Druliner, Bend

Lori Chavez-DeRemer for Congress

I am writing this letter in support of Lori Chavez-
DeRemer for Oregon District 5 representative! I have 
found her to be an incredible listener and problem solver. 
My husband and I are business owners and have talked 
with her about our concerns for the future of Central Or-
egon Agriculture! Agriculture in this area is headed for 
extinction due to radical environmentalists who support 
her opponent’s campaign! No Farmers – No Food!

I believe Lori has the skills, temperament, common 
sense, integrity, and the experience to be an excellent rep-
resentative for District 5! Her opponent, I believe, will 
only listen to people who support certain ideologies! We 
need representatives for all Oregonians!

Lori is the daughter of legal immigrants and has 
worked hard to achieve the “American Dream!” Success 
happens when people are willing to work hard like her 
and her husband! It’s time to have a representative that 
has solid business experience and has signed the front of 
a paycheck – not just worked in government! We need 
to protect small businesses in this country-not decimate 
businesses with more governmental regulations!

Oregon has voted Democrat for over four decades! The 
problems of homelessness, crime, the economy, drug ad-
diction, and education failures have increased in our state-
not decreased! Einstein is said to have said: “insanity is do-
ing the same thing over and over and expecting different 
results!” This is so true and it’s time for Oregon to make 
positive changes!

Vote for Lori Chavez-DeRemer!

W e’d like to put something
on your radar because it’s
a big change and it could 

be coming to Oregon.
On Oct. 18, City Club of Central 

Oregon is going to be hosting a dis-
cussion of ranked-choice voting.

Some states, cities and counties 
use it. And there are those who
would like to see its widespread use 
in Oregon. It is currently used in 
Benton County. There was a bill,
House Bill 2678, in the 2021 Legis-
lature to expand its use in Oregon.

Ranked-choice voting is easiest 
to understand with an example.
Let’s say it was in place in Oregon
for the current governor’s race.
You would rank Christine Drazan, 
Betsy Johnson, Tina Kotek and 
Donice Noelle Smith in your order 
of support for them. Give one the
top spot and figure out who comes
second, who comes third and who
comes last.

When the votes were counted,
if no candidate got more than 50%
of the vote in the initial count, then
the candidate with the least support 
gets dropped. The voters who chose 
that dropped candidate as their first 

choice would th
choice coun
tinue unti
the vote.
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█ Editorials reflect the views of The Bulletin’s editorial board, Publisher Heidi W
and Editorial Page Editor Richard Coe. They are written by Richard Coe.

Should Congress 
tighten restrictions 
on trading stocks?

— Trish Kentner Backsen, Culver




