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Bulletin staff report
Construction continues on Wilson Avenue in Bend after the city completed a roundabout 

at the intersection of Wilson and 15th Street.
The roundabout was part of phase one of the improvements on Wilson Avenue, funded 

by the transportation bond passed by voters in 2020.
Phase two, taking place now, includes a roundabout at 15th Street and Wilson Avenue and 

modernization of the east side of Wilson from Ninth Street to 15th Street. 
New sidewalks and bike lanes are also being added. 
Eastbound travel is currently closed from Ninth to 15th streets.
Phase three of the project in t eh spring and summer of 2023 will include modernization 

of Wilson Avenue from Second Street to the railroad tracks, including intersection improve-
ments, pedestrian crossing, new sidewalks and bike lanes.

Wilson Avenue construction 
continues in Bend

Dean Guernsey/The Bulletin

Construction closes the eastbound lanes of Wilson avenue between 9th street and 15th street in Bend.

By LEo BaUdHUIn
Redmond Spokesman

More than 150 people 
showed up at the Deschutes 
County Fairgrounds last week 
to hear why the Oregon De-
partment of Forestry with-
drew its wildfire risk map after 
public outcry.

The map assessed the wild-
fire burn risk of the “wild-
land-urban interface” — areas 
across the state that meet cer-
tain population density cri-
teria without being as tightly 
populated as a city. Oregon 
State University research-
ers developed risk factors for 
these areas based on variables 
like building density, sur-
rounding vegetation and his-
toric wildfire patterns. 

ODF released its map June 
30 and was met with a whirl-
wind of citizen complaints. 
Homeowners in areas that 
ODF marked as at high or 
extreme risk of fires said the 
map’s findings put them under 
a significant financial burden 
and disputed a number of the 
map’s risk designations. 

ODF removed the map 
Aug. 4, six days before the 
Redmond meeting.

“We’ve been hearing a lot 

of comments,” said Tim Hoff-
man, who facilitated the meet-
ing and works with ODF pub-
lic affairs. 

“We have more than 2,000 
phone calls and voicemails 
from you folks, and we took 
that into consideration. A lot 
of our leadership and other 
legislators have heard you and 
that’s why, if you haven’t heard, 
we’re redrawing the map.”

Beyond individual com-
plaints and appeals, one meet-
ing attendee pointed out a 
couple of clear flaws in the ini-
tial map.

After pulling controversial 
fire risk map, 150 show up 
to meeting to hear why

By LEo BaUdHUIn
Redmond Spokesman

The 2022 Deschutes 
County Fair broke an atten-
dance record set just last year 

as it welcomed 165,000 vis-
itors through the five-day 
event earlier this month, and 
set a single-day record with 
almost 50,000 fairgoers on 

Saturday Aug. 6 alone.
“We were just honored to 

be able to celebrate with so 
many members of our com-
munity, and that the different 

activities and events we put 
together were well-received,” 
said Deschutes County Fair & 
Expo manager Geoff Hinds.

County fair attracted record crowd

Dean Guernsey/The Bulletin

Jeff Rogers and dianne Phillips hang colossal stuffed animals in a carnival game booth while setting up for the deschutes County Fair & Rodeo.

“We have more than 2,000 
phone calls and voicemails 
from you folks, and we took 
that into consideration. 
A lot of our leadership 
and other legislators have 
heard you and that’s why, 
if you haven’t heard, we’re 
redrawing the map.”
— Tim Hoffman, who works with 
odF public affairs

See Fair / A3See Map / A3
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Nick Rosenberger/Redmond Spokesman

David Maldonado cooks caramel corn at the Deschutes County Fair in Redmond on August 3.

From Hinds’ perspective, 
this year’s biggest success was 
the rodeo. Organizers moved 
this year’s rodeo indoors 
and focused on high-energy, 
well-produced events, he 
said. 

On multiple nights, it was 
standing room only inside 
the 4,000-seat First Interstate 
Bank Center.

This year’s fair also built off 
2021 adjustments, like mov-
ing concerts outdoors and 
making them free with fair 
entry. While Hinds said the 
move was initially motivated 
by COVID-19 safety, fair or-
ganizers decided to continue 
the new tradition this time 
around.

Part of that was motivated 
by the awareness that the 
pandemic isn’t fully over and 
risks increase when tens of 
thousands of people gather 
indoors, Hinds said. 

But he said it also plays 

into Central Oregon’s sum-
mer outdoor concert culture, 
and that they expect the tra-
dition to continue in upcom-
ing years.

Even areas where the fair 
has struggled have seen some 
level of improvement. Hinds 
said last year was a major 
milestone in traffic manage-
ment. 

Through a multi-jurisdic-
tional management effort, or-
ganizers were able to get exit 
times down from two hours 
at peak capacity to about 45 
minutes. 

Although he doesn’t yet 

have specifics for this year, 
Hinds said he’s heard anec-
dotally that this year’s traf-
fic has met or exceeded that 
45-minute benchmark.

Still, Hinds said, most of 
this fair’s takeaways will be 
up to the community — both 
of organizers and their net-
works — that helped it come 
together.

“We have to take some 
time to recap this one and 
recognize our successes and 
where we can improve,” he 
said.
█ Reporter: lbaudhuin@

redmondspokesman.com

Fair
Continued from A1 

“We were just honored to be able to celebrate 
with so many members of our community, and 
that the different activities and events we put 
together were well-received.”
— Geoff Hinds, Deschutes County Fair & Expo manager, who also 
shared that this year’s biggest success was the rodeo; organizers 
moved this year’s rodeo indoors and focused on high-energy, well-
produced events

The Detroit Lake area — 
which burned to the ground 
in 2020 and is now a flamma-
ble collection of toothpick-like 
trees — is in the green zone, 
which designates an area least 
at risk. Green Ridge — which 
has seen several fires in recent 
years — is listed as “yellow.” 
In comparison, one attendee 
said, areas that haven’t seen 
fires in years are designated as 
“high” or “extreme” risk zones.

Other attendees complained 
about higher insurance rates 
as a result of a high or extreme 
risk designation, as well as the 
costs of additional building 
code upgrades if their proper-
ties were to burn down.     

Even if updated building 
codes ultimately make resi-
dents safer, meeting attend-
ees said they wished they had 
more of a heads-up before 
the map was released, so they 
could better prepare.

Another attendee said 
they’re less concerned with 
fire risk on their specific 
property than they are with a 
lack of federal and state for-
est management, where large 
wildfires can start and spread 

onto private land.
In light of pushback, ODF 

is taking a step back to reeval-
uate its methodology, address 
complaints and appeals, and 
improve dialogue with the 
communities its mapping. 

The Redmond meeting 
marks the fourth ODF com-
munity information session 
since the map’s release, with an 
additional session scheduled 
for Grants Pass but later can-
celed due to threats.

Following the meetings, 
ODF will consider commu-
nity feedback and corrections 
to create a second draft of the 
map, said Tim Holschbach, 
ODF chief of policy and plan-
ning for the fire protection 

division. 
Once the second map is 

done, ODF will hold addi-
tional meetings to solicit feed-
back and use that to develop a 
final document. Holschbach 
said ODF will do better at 
public engagement in all steps 
of the process.

Residents who have submit-
ted an appeal regarding their 
fire risk designation will not 
be required to do so a second 
time. 

Holschbach said the time-
line for this process is not yet 
set.

“We want the map to be 
right, too,” he said.
█ Reporter: lbaudhuin@

redmondspokesman.com

Map
Continued from A1 

Leo Baudhuin/Redmond Spokesman

More than 150 attended an Oregon Department of Forestry meeting 
August 10 in Redmond.

Associated Press
PHOENIX — It’s been 80 

years since the first Navajo 
Code Talkers joined the Ma-
rines, transmitting messages 
using a code based on their 
then-unwritten native lan-
guage to confound Japanese 
military cryptologists during 
World War II — and Thomas 
H. Begay, one of the last living 
members of the group, still re-
members the struggle.

“It was the hardest thing 
to learn,” the 98-year-old Be-
gay said Sunday at a Phoenix 
ceremony marking the anni-
versary. “But we were able to 
develop a code that couldn’t 
be broken by the enemy of the 
United States of America.”

Hundreds of Navajos were 
recruited by the U.S. Ma-
rines to serve as Code Talkers 
during the war. Begay is one of 
three who is still alive to talk 
about it.

The Code Talkers partici-
pated in all assaults the Ma-
rines led in the Pacific from 
1942 to 1945 including Gua-
dalcanal, Tarawa, Peleliu and 
Iwo Jima.

They sent thousands of 

messages without error on 
Japanese troop movements, 
battlefield tactics and other 
communications crucial to the 
war’s ultimate outcome.

President Ronald Rea-
gan established Navajo Code 
Talkers Day in 1982 and the 
Aug. 14 holiday honors all the 
tribes associated with the war 
effort.

It’s also an Arizona state 

holiday and Navajo Nation 
holiday on the vast reserva-
tion that occupies portions of 
northeastern Arizona, north-
western New Mexico and 
southeastern Utah.

Begay and his family came 
from Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico, to Phoenix for Sunday’s 
event at the Wesley Bolin 
Plaza where a Navajo Code 
Talker statue is displayed.

80 years later, Navajo Code 
Talker marks group’s early days

Ross D. Franklin/AP

Navajo Code Talker Thomas Begay salutes during the national an-
them at the Arizona State Navajo Code Talkers Day celebration Sun-
day  in Phoenix.

BRIEFING

Average U.S. gasoline 
price falls 45 cents to 
$4.10 per gallon

CAMARILLO, Calif. — 
The average U.S. price of regu-
lar-grade gasoline plummeted 
45 cents over the past three 
weeks to $4.10 per gallon.

Industry analyst Trilby 
Lundberg of the Lundberg 
Survey said Sunday that the 

continued decline comes as 
crude oil costs also remain 
low.

“The drop of a dollar per 
gallon has not been enough 
to restore motorist demand, 
which is in retreat due to 
sustained high price levels,” 
Lundberg said in a statement.

The average price at the 
pump is down a dollar over 
the past nine weeks, but it’s 85 
cents higher than it was one 

year ago.
Nationwide, the highest av-

erage price for regular-grade 
gas was in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, at $5.36 per gallon. 
The lowest average was in Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana, at $3.38 
per gallon.

According to the survey, the 
average price of diesel plunged 
37 cents over three weeks to 
$5.17 a gallon.

— Associated Press

GREAT TRAINS & GRAND CANYONS
6 DAYS

MARCH 19-24, 2023

DAY 1: PHOENIX, SEDONA
DAY 2: SEDONA
DAY 3: GRAND CANYON
DAY 4: MONTEZUMA CASTLE, JEROME, VERDE 

CANYON RAILROAD
DAY 5: DAY AT LEISURE, BLAZIN’ M RANCH
DAY 6: SEDONA, SCOTTSDALE, FLIGHT HOME

Plan your 2023 Getaway!

For more information or to book, call (877) 953-8687 x 276

Visit www.bendbulletin.com/offers/travel 
for a more detailed look at all trip itineraries.

HIGHLIGHTS:
Two Rail Journeys
Grand Canyon Railway
Verde Canyon Railroad
Grand Canyon Nat’l Park
Oak Creek Canyon
Sedona Trolley Tour
Chapel of the Holy Cross
Tlaquepaque & Uptown Sedona
Montezuma Castle
Jerome
Chuckwagon Supper & Show

INCLUSIONS:
�Roundtrip Airfare 

- PDX or RDM (+ $250)
5 Nights Hotel Accommodations
8 Meals (5 Breakfast, 3 Dinners)
Professional Tour Director
Motorcoach Transportation
Sightseeing per Itinerary
Admissions per Itinerary
Hotel Transfers
Baggage Handling at Hotels

ACCOMMODATIONS:
5 Nights - Hilton Sedona Resort, 
Sedona Courtyard by Marriott or 
Poco Diablo Resort, Sedona
On some dates alternate hotels may 
be used

CENTRAL OREGON

PHOTO CONTEST
HUNTING & FISHING GUIDE

BENDBULLETIN.COM\PHOTO_CONTEST

WE WANT TO SEE YOUR FAVORITE 
HUNTING AND FISHING PHOTOS! 

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $100!


