
Bend Bulletin - 08/06/2022 Page : A01

August 8, 2022 1:22 pm (GMT -7:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

SATURDAY • August 6, 2022 Serving Central Oregon since 1903 • $1.50

      CALDERA HIGH’S DEBUT

INDEXTODAY’S 
WEATHER

PLenty of sun
High 88, Low 54
Page A8

Business A5-6
Classifieds B6
Comics B3-4

Dear Abby A6
Editorial B5
Horoscope A6

Local/State A2-3
Lottery B2
Puzzles B4

Sports B1-2
Weather A8

Vol. 117, No. 329, 14 pages, 2 sections

The Bulletin
An Independent Newspaper


We use 

recycled 
newsprint

Bend Bulletin - Saturday

U|xaIICGHy02329lz[

Doc ument 3. qx d  2/ 22/ 05  1: 07 PM  Pa ge 12

D
A
IL
Y

TEAM AT BEND’S NEWEST HIGH SCHOOL LAYING THE GROUND WORK FOR WHAT WILL BE A HISTORIC SEASON • PREP FOOTBALL, B1

BY MICHAEL KOHN
The Bulletin

The Oregon Department of 
Forestry recalled the use 
of its wildfire risk map on 

Thursday after public criticism 
that the online tool is causing 
home insurance rates to increase 
or not be available at all.

The Department of Forestry re-
moved the current iteration of the 
wildfire risk map from its online 
Oregon Explorer tool and with-
drew notices to property owners in 
extreme and high-risk classifica-
tions that required some to make 
changes and improvements on 
buildings.

“We will immediately begin 
working with Oregon State Uni-
versity on some refinements to im-
prove the accuracy of risk classifi-
cation assignments based on what 
we’ve heard from property owners 
thus far,” Cal Mukomoto, the di-
rector of the Oregon Department 

of Forestry, said in a news release.
Climate change and decades of 

fuels built up in forests are mak-
ing wildfires burn hotter and last 
longer in Oregon. The 2020 Labor 
Day fires that ravaged large parts 
of the state have emboldened state 
agencies to increase fuel treatments 
and raise awareness among home-

owners to increase their defensible 
space.

The Department of Forestry was 
assigned to develop and maintain 
the statewide wildfire risk map fol-
lowing the 2021 passage of Senate 
Bill 762. Oregon State University 
helped in developing the mapping 
tool.

Passage of the bill allowed the 
Department of Forestry to make 
investments in fire-adapted com-
munities, wildfire response and 
the development of wildfire resil-
ient landscapes — 11 state agencies 
were tasked with developing vari-
ous components of the bill.

RUSHED WILDFIRE 
RISK MAP RECALLED

Hundreds complained about home insurance problems caused by online mapping tool

Dean Guernsey/Bulletin photos

Mike Harper looks over his property near La Pine in July 2021 that burned in the Darlene Fire.

George Endicott, 
mayor of Red-
mond, with defen-
sible space on his 
property in Red-
mond. Endicott 
says mitigation 
to reduce fire risk 
on his property 
should play a role 
in the wildfire risk 
assigned to the 
property by the 
state.

Department of Forestry

See Map / A4

BY JOE SIESS
The Bulletin

The city of Bend is moving 
forward with   plans to build a 
new public works facility on 
city-owned land at Juniper 
Ridge, consolidating a num-
ber of   departments under one 
roof.

The new facility, expected 
to be operational in 2025, will 
house five city departments  on 
a single campus in northeast 
Bend.  Kirby Nagelhout Con-
struction Co. and Hennebery 
Eddy Architects were selected 
to construct the new campus, 
the two firms announced   this 
week.

The new facility will house 
departments currently at four   
city  properties, including its 
current 5-acre public works 
yard on Boyd Acres Road in 
the north part of town.

Grant Burke, the city’s facil-
ities manager, said the project 
is way overdue.  The   facil-
ity on Boyd Acres Road   was 
built several decades ago, he 
said. The city of Bend plans 
to sell the current facility and 
recently sold off another adja-
cent 5-acre lot. The new public 
works yard at Juniper Ridge 
off Cooley   Road will be a sig-
nificantly larger — 26.5 acres.

Bend picks 
architect, 
contractor 
for new 
campus
Site in Juniper Ridge 
to house 5 city 
departments

See Campus / A4

BY GARY A. WARNER
Oregon Capital Bureau

Three open congressional seats in Oregon 
are less firmly in Democratic control, accord-
ing to a report on Friday. 

The day also saw a GOP legislative candi-
date find an innovative ad strategy and the 
biggest little political party in the state issue 
its candidate list.

The Cook Political Report, a top national 
election forecaster, on Friday reported that 
it was now rating three open congressional 

seats in Oregon as less of a lock for Demo-
crats in November. The races are key to which 
party will control the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives after the Nov. 8 election. Democrats 
currently hold a 220-210 majority, with five 
vacancies. The party of a new president has 
lost seats in the first midterm after the pres-
idential   election in the past 100 years, with 
the exception of 1934 (amid the Great De-
pression) and 2002 (after the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks).

Oregon congressional 
races are tightening

ELECTION FORECASTER:

See Election / A7

BY MICHAEL KOHN
The Bulletin

Ask a few Oregonians if 
their state has enough water 
to meet its needs and you may 
get some varying answers. 
The differing views on the 
question may be tilted based 
on where people live,  or even 
their gender.

Roughly half of all 
Oregonians (48%) agree   
there is enough water in Or-
egon to meet current needs 
while 37% disagree   and 15%   

are unsure, according to a 
survey conducted by the Or-
egon Values and Beliefs Cen-

ter, a Portland-based non-
profit. 

Do we have enough water in 
Oregon? Depends who you ask

An irrigation 
system used 
by Central Or-
egon farmers.
Bulletin file photo

See Water / A7
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The softening of the out-
look for Democratic wins in 
Congress is part of a nation-
wide trend that The Cook 
Political Report, as well as 
other top political forecasters 
such as FiveThirtyEight and 
the Center for Politics at the 
University of Virginia, say 
reflects voter dissatisfaction 
with President Joe Biden and 
Congress for their handling 
of a record increase in in-
flation. Oregon Democrats 
say the forecasts do not take 
into account the deeply con-
servative GOP candidates 
who won the primaries, par-
ticularly following the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling over-
turning Roe v. Wade abor-
tion rights. The GOP can-
didates, Democrats say, will 
not appeal to swing voters 
in a traditionally Democrat-
ic-tilting state.

The Cook Report on Fri-
day moved:

• The 4th Congressional 
District rating from “likely 
Democratic” to “leans Dem-
ocratic.” The retirement of 
longtime U.S. Rep. Peter De-
Fazio, D-Springfield, created 
an open seat in the district, 
which includes Eugene, Cor-
vallis and Roseburg. Labor 
Commissioner Val Hoyle 
dropped her reelection   cam-
paign to run for Congress 
instead. She was endorsed by 
DeFazio and won the Demo-
cratic primary. She now faces 
Alek Skarlatos of Roseburg, 
who has been the recipient 
of national GOP financial 
aid after giving DeFazio the 
closest race of his career in 
2020. Though the new po-
litical maps were drawn to 
make the district easier for 
a Democrat to win, national 
GOP groups have continued 
to heavily finance Skarlatos’ 
second bid.

• The 6th Congressio-
nal District moved from 
“likely Democratic” to “leans 
Democratic.” Oregon was 
awarded a sixth congressio-
nal district for 2022 due to 
its population growth. The 
district, with no incumbent, 
was placed in the Salem area. 
Rep. Andrea Salinas of Lake 
Oswego won the Democratic 
primary and faces Republi-
can Mike Erickson. In order 
to create the 6th district, the 
5th district was pushed east 
and realigned to run from 
Portland, over the Cascades, 
to Bend.

• The 5th Congressional 
District had already been 
moved from “leans Demo-

cratic” to “toss-up” following 
the May 17 primary defeat 
of incumbent U.S. Rep. Kurt 
Schrader, D-Canby, by Ter-
rebonne attorney Jamie Mc-
Leod-Skinner.

During redistricting, ma-
jority Democrats in the Leg-
islature drew political maps 
that were opposed by Repub-
licans. Kyle Kondik of the 
University of Virginia Cen-
ter for Politics was among 
independent analysts who 
said the maps were drawn in 
a way to ensure that Dem-
ocrats would likely win five 
of the six seats, including 
the new 6th district around 
Salem. Two districts — the 
1st Congressional District in 
Northwest  Oregon held by 
U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, 
D-Beaverton, and the 3rd 
Congressional District cen-
tered on Portland held by 
U.S. Rep Earl Blumenauer, 
D-Portland — are considered 
overwhelmingly Democratic 
seats. The 2nd Congressional 
District seat of U.S. Rep. Cliff 
Bentz, R-Ontario, is prohibi-
tively Republican. It takes in 
nearly all of Eastern, Central 
and Southwestern Oregon.

Legislative candidate spends 
big for fair sponsorship

Bend Republican Michael 
Sipe took an unusual cam-
paign advertising step in his 
bid for state House District 
53. Along with the usual 
digital ads on Facebook 
and television commercial 
buys, Sipe paid $25,000 to 
be one of the title sponsors 
of the Deschutes County 
Fair &  Rodeo, which be-
gan Wednesday and runs 
through Sunday.  

Sipe is seeking to win the 
seat currently held by Rep. 
Jack Zika, R-Redmond. Ma-
jor population growth and 
an influx of Democratic 
voters have shrunken and 
changed the demographics 
of the district. It has gone 
from favoring Republicans 
to a slight Democratic tilt, 
according to maps filed with 
the Oregon Legislature last 
fall. Zika opted not to run 
for reelection.  Sipe will face 
Bend attorney Emerson 
Levy, the Democratic nomi-
nee, in November. Levy ran 
a strong race against Zika in 

2020 before the district was 
shorn of Republican enclaves 
such as Sunriver.

Candidates crossing over
The Oregon Secretary of 

State’s Office has reported 
that 10 candidates for the 
Legislature have qualified as 
write-ins for the November 
general election. The largest 
number are officeholders or 
candidates of one party who 
received enough write-in 
votes to also be listed with 
another party. Rep. Bobby 
Levy, R-Echo, can also be 
listed as a Democrat on the 
ballot. Same for Rep. Mark 
Owens, R-Crane, Rep. Greg 
Smith, R-Heppner, and Rep. 
Christine Goodwin, R-Can-
yonville. Flipping the political 
cross-pollination the other 
way is Sen. Floyd Prozanski, 
D-Eugene, who qualified to 
also received the Republican 
line under his name.

Independent Party
lineup is in place

Oregon’s largest minor 
party has rolled out its list 
of 51 nominees for the 2022 
election. The Independent 
Party of Oregon, which 
counts 137,790 registered 
voters, mostly cross-nomi-
nated Democrats, including 
U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Or-
egon.

Republican Sen. Bill Ken-
nemer and a few other ex-
ceptions made the list.

“We cross-nominated two 
other Republicans, Mark 
Owens in House District 60, 
who is unopposed in any 
case, and John Velez in Sen-
ate District 13,” said Andrew 
Kaza, an Independent Party  
board member from Sisters.

Owens’ district is   the larg-
est by area in the state, taking 
up most of the southeast-
ern quarter of Oregon and 
stretching from the Idaho 
border to southeastern De-
schutes County. Alistair 
Firmin, a Republican run-
ning in House District 38, 
was also added to the Inde-
pendent Party  nominee list.

The nomination allows 
candidates to list both their 
original party and the Inde-
pendent Party  of Oregon on 
the November ballot.
█ gwarner@eomediagroup.com

Election
Continued from A1 

Oregon’s largest minor party has rolled out its list of 51 
nominees for the 2022 election. The Independent Party 
of Oregon, which counts 137,790 registered voters, mostly 
cross-nominated Democrats, including U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden, D-Oregon. Republican Sen. Bill Kennemer and a 
few other exceptions made the list.
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This number has shifted 
over the past 12 months — a 
year ago 56% of Oregonians 
said   their state had enough 
water to meet current needs.

The survey also reveals   a 
gender divide when it comes 
to who thinks there is enough 
water — 56% of female Or-
egonians believe we have 
enough water while   42% 
of their male counterparts 
agreed with them.

Younger people tended to 
agree with the statement more 
than older people — 54% of 
those 18 to 29 agreed that Or-
egon has enough water for its 
needs, while just 39% of those 
in the 45-to 54-age category 
agreed.

There was also a split of 
opinion down party lines —   
40% of Democrats agree   there 
is enough water to meet the 
needs of the state while 62% of 
Republicans agreed with the 
statement.

Attitudes were based on 
where people live, too — 54% 
of Willamette Valley residents 
agree that there is sufficient 
water while the number was 
47% in the Portland area and 
46% in the rest of the state.

The online survey consisted 
of 1,572 Oregon residents ages 
18 or over. The independent 
and nonpartisan   organization 
said this is a sufficient sam-
ple size to assess Oregonians’ 
opinions, generally, and to re-
view findings by multiple sub-
groups. 

The survey was taken July 

8-16. The survey’s margin of 
error is plus or minus 2.5%.

Survey participants were 
also asked their opinions 
about water conservation.

“I think it’s time to reframe 
the norm, given where our 
water levels are and are likely 
to be in coming years,” said Si-
enna Fitzpatrick, a Deschutes 
County resident. “We can’t 
continue with business as 
usual, or our rivers won’t be 
able to recover.”

Survey results show that 
Oregonians are   split between 
those who are willing to pay 
more in order to support 
drought-related infrastructure 
improvements and those who 
are not (49% to 40%).

About two-thirds of Dem-
ocrats say they’d be willing to 
pay more (65%) compared 
to about one-third of Repub-
licans (35%). Independents 
fell somewhere in between at 
42%.

Across Oregon, there isn’t 
a strong feeling that the agri-
cultural community is doing 
enough to conserve water. Just 
37% of Oregonians agree that 
decisive action is being taken 
while 34% said they don’t 
know.

But some of  those sur-
veyed, especially those from 
Central Oregon, complained 
that housing and infrastruc-
ture growth are causing water 
shortages and farming com-
munities are paying the price.

“They keep building homes 
and approving mega resorts 
and golf courses when farmers 
can’t grow food. It is ridicu-
lous,” said Deschutes County 

resident Susan Matney.
Elizabeth Kirby, another 

Deschutes County resident, 
agreed. “Small farmers are 
really hurting in my area of 
Oregon to maintain needed 
water supplies while a huge 
amount of water goes to un-
necessary places, for exam-
ple golf courses and resorts,” 
Kirby said.

When it comes to future 
needs, 36%   of Oregonians 
think there is enough water   
while 46% disagree. A year 
ago, Oregonians were more 
evenly split on this question, 
with 42% saying Oregon has 
enough water  for the future 
while 45% said there’s not.   
This question also revealed a 
gender split — this year 45% 
of men said there is enough 
water to meet future needs 
while just 28% of women 
agreed with the statement.

The survey also revealed a 
political divide over whether 
or not the general public is do-
ing enough to conserve water 
during droughts. The   results 
showed that 41% of Repub-
licans said the public is do-
ing enough to conserve water 
while just 21% of Democrats 
agreed with the statement. In 
total (men and women), only 
28% agree that the general 
public is doing enough while 
56% disagreed.

Deschutes County resident 
Steve Cross said he is doing 
his part to conserve water.

“I take 40-second cold 
showers to conserve energy 
and water,” said Cross.
█ Reporter: 541-617-7818, 

mkohn@bendbulletin.com
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Associated Press
DEATH VALLEY NA-

TIONAL PARK, Calif. — 
Flash flooding at Death Val-
ley National Park triggered 
by heavy rainfall on Friday 
buried cars, forced officials to 
close all roads in and out the 
park and stranded about 1,000 
people, officials said

The park near the Califor-
nia-Nevada state line received 
at least 1.7 inches of rain at 
the Furnace Creek area, which 
park officials in a statement 
said represented “nearly an 
entire year’s worth of rain in 
one morning.” 

The park’s average annual 
rainfall is 1.9 inches.

About 60 vehicles were bur-
ied in debris and about 500 

visitors and 500 park workers 
were stranded, park officials 
said. There were no imme-
diate reports of injuries, and 
the California Department of 
Transportation estimated it 
would take four to six hours to 
open a road that would allow 
park visitors to leave.

It was the second major 
flooding event at the park this 
week. Some roads were closed 
Monday after they were in-
undated with mud and debris 
from flash floods that also hit 
western Nevada and northern 
Arizona hard.

The rain started around 
2 a.m., said John Sirlin, a 
photographer for an Arizo-
na-based adventure company 
who witnessed the flooding 
as he perched on a hillside 
boulder where he was trying 
to take pictures of lightning as 
the storm approached.

“It was more extreme than 
anything I’ve seen there,” said 
Sirlin, who lives in Chandler, 

Arizona, and has been visit-
ing the park since 2016. He is 
the lead guide for Incredible 
Weather Adventures and said 
he started chasing storms in 
Minnesota and the high plains 
in the 1990s.

“I’ve never seen it to the 
point where entire trees and 
boulders were washing down. 
The noise from some of 
the rocks coming down the 
mountain was just incredible,” 
he said in a phone interview 
Friday afternoon.

“A lot of washes were flow-
ing several feet deep. There are 
rocks probably 3 or 4 feet cov-
ering the road,” he said.

Sirlin said it took him 
about 6 hours to drive about 
35 miles out of the park from 
near the Inn at Death Valley.

“There were at least two 
dozen cars that got smashed 
and stuck in there,” he said, 
adding that he didn’t see any-
one injured “or any high water 
rescues.”

Flash floods strand 1K 
people in Death Valley
Park received nearly 
as much rain from 
one storm as it does 
in an entire year

National Park Service/Death Valley National Park via AP

In this photo provided by the National Park Service, Highway 190 is closed due to flash flooding in Death 
Valley National Park on Friday. Heavy rainfall triggered flash flooding that closed several roads in the park 
on Friday near the California-Nevada line. The National Weather Service reported that all park roads had 
been closed after 1 to 2 inches of rain fell in a short amount of time.
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Thru Aug 10th
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M A K E  YO U R  H O M E  F I T  YO U   •   Certified Home Modification Specialist
• Stay safe & independent in your own home.
• 25 years of physical therapy & remodeling experience, locally owned.
• Custom plans in partnership with your healthcare team.

• Services provided: Age-in-place & accessibility remodeling, fall           
   prevention, wheelchair ramps, grab bars, door widening, patient lifts.

541-799-0700 • allaccesshomedesign.com
Serving all of Central Oregon

Licensed & Bonded CCB#225108

• Services provided: Age-in-place & accessibility remodeling, fall      
   prevention, wheelchair ramps, grab bars, door widening, patient lifts.


